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1. The UN agencies represented at the meeting were:  FAO, IAEA, ICGEB, ILO, ITC, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNEP, UNU-IAS and WIPO.  The ECE, UNIDO, WFP and WHO had previously confirmed attendance, but were not represented at the meeting.  The list of agencies and their representatives are attached.  Also present as observer was the senior coordinator of the Network of Centres of Excellence, newly established at UNCTAD.  Mr. Andrea Sonnino (FAO) was nominated and seconded as chairman of the UN-Biotech during the 2006-2007 period, with UNCTAD continuing to act as secretariat.   

2. The relevant portions of General Assembly resolution 60/205 of December 2005 were read.   In this resolution, the General Assembly took "note with interest of the establishment of the inter-agency cooperation network in biotechnology, UN-Biotech, as described in the report of the Secretary-General."  Further on, it "recognizes the contribution of ….(various agencies) … in the area of biotechnology and encourages those and other relevant bodies of the United Nations system engaged in biotechnology to collaborate with a view to enhancing effectiveness in the implementation of programmes designed to assist developing countries in building capacity in all areas of biotechnology, including for industry and agriculture, as well as for risk assessment and management of biosafety."  It was noted for the record that the role of UNESCO had been accidentally omitted.

3. The report of the Secretary-General on the status of interagency cooperation in the area of biotechnology, on which the member agencies of the UN-Biotech collaborated, had been the basis of this recommendation.   

4. Also presented for comments was the paragraph on the UN-Biotech in the draft resolution of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, which was simultaneously holding its week-long annual session.  The revised paragraph has been relayed to the secretariat of the Commission.  

5. The Common Portal.  During the network's first meeting in May 2004, it has been decided that a common portal would be an invaluable search and coordination tool for biotechnology-related activities within the system.  Because of its enormous potential and cross-cutting nature, biotechnology has become an increasingly important component in the development activities of UN organizations and bodies.   Not only would a common portal facilitate the exchange of information among the UN-Biotech focal points of the member agencies, it would also provide easy and speedy access to interagency information.  This would facilitate collaborative efforts, foster synergy and minimize the risk of duplicative work.  Furthermore, a common portal would open a comprehensive view of biotechnology-related activities within the UN system to national planners and decision-makers, as well as to non-governmental development entities and to the civil society as a whole.   

6. A prototype of the Common Portal has been designed and developed at ICGEB, and e-mailed to focal points in April.  At this meeting, Mr. Decio Ripandelli (ICEGEB) demonstrated the Common Portal with entries on his own agency's activities, which were provided as examples for navigating within the portal. Mr. Ripandelli also indicated that, besides the pages describing the background, scope, terms of reference, participants and programme areas of UN-Biotech, the examples and relevant links to the ICGEB activities were established following the different programme areas of the Chapter 16 of Agenda 21, in order to remain in line with the Report of the Secretary-General on Science and Technology for Development, presented to the General Assembly in October last year.The general consensus was that the Common Portal as demonstrated was both functional and attractive, and its layout enabled easy navigation.  Mr. Ripandelli pointed out that at this time, the logos of the participating agencies have been "cut and paste" and that, in order to ensure having the official logos of all agencies and organizations, these should be provided by the relevant focal points on a jpeg file.    

7. There were three suggested additions to the Common Portal: 

a. An active window which would display new entries, such a new or planned projects and events, as supplied by the focal points;  

b. A comments and contact box to enable users to interface with the focal points; and 

c. A definition of the scope of the UN-Biotech which encompasses "any technological application that uses biological systems, living organisms or derivatives thereof to make or modify products or processes for specific uses."
  

8. It was decided that at this point the Common Portal would remain at ICGEB for further incubation.   In order to finalize the Common Portal, focal points were requested to:

a. make comments on the prototype by end June;

b. provide contents of their respective agency's activities by end July; and 

c. send a .jpeg file of their agency's logo.    

9. Future work.  In addition to the generic nature of the definition, and in view of the rapidly broadening and evolving application of biotechnology, Mr. Sonnino suggested that an interagency glossary of biotechnology be developed.  It would serve not only as reference material for the work of individual agencies, but would also facilitate coordination.   FAO would be available to take the lead on this initative, should the UN-Biotech decide, at its fourth meeting, to proceed with this type of endeavour.  

10. It was also suggested that a bi-annual report on biotechnology-related activities within the system be prepared every two years.   
11. Strengthening coordination.   It was decided that, through e-mail and/or the Common Portal, UN-Biotech focal points would:

a. advise of forthcoming events.  Citing the ICGEB conference on intellectual property in June next month as an example, Mr. Ripandelli said that if focal points participated in the event bi-/multi-lateral projects could be developed then and there.  These projects would be timely in that they would directly respond to points raised at the conference, and would be better designed because they would be developed in consultation with potential beneficiary(ies).  

b. Develop a blueprint for a biotechnology policy training course, which could then be fine-tuned to reflect the specialized areas of the UN-Biotech agency members.  Following his suggestion, Mr. Mohammed Taeb (UNU-IAS) has e-mailed a draft syllabus he had earlier prepared for sub-Saharan Africa to all UN-Biotech focal points and invited further discussion and work on this matter.   System-wide use of such a blueprint would facilitate coordination and collaboration among UN-Biotech member agencies. 
c. Share training modules and teaching materials.  Ms. Lucy Hoareau (UNESCO) pointed out that access to these would enable individual agencies to use materials and link up with initiatives of other Agencies, for example databases,, thus avoiding the need of "re-inventing the wheel."  
d. Undertake peer review of documents and other resources developed by individual agencies, as suggested by Mr. Shakeel Bhatti (WIPO).   

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.   
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LIST OF PARTICIPATING AGENCIES AND  REPRESENTATIVES
UN-Biotech Meeting, 2006

ECE *

Mr. Jeremy Wates 

Chief, Environment and Human 

     Settlements Division

FAO

Mr. Andrea Sonnino

Secretary, Interdepartmental Working Group  on Biotechnology 

Sr. Agriculture Research Officer, Research 

     and Technology Development Service

IAEA

Ms. Katherine Long

Programme Support Officer

Nuclear Techniques in Food and Agriculture

ICGEB

Mr. Decio Ripandelli

Director

Administration and External Relations

ILO

Mr. Andrew Dale

Senior Relations Officer

Department of Partnerships and 

     Development Cooperation

ITC

Mr. Alexander Kasterine

Senior Market Development Advisor

UNCTAD

Mr. Mongi Hamdi

Chief, Science and Technology

Division on Investment, Technology and 

     Enterprise Development (DITE)

Ms. Menelea  Masin

Economic Affairs Officer

Mr. Victor Konde

Economic Affairs Officer

DITE

UNESCO

Ms. Lucy Hoareau

Programme Specialist 

Division of Basic and Engineering Sciences

UNEP

Mr. David Duthie

Information Officer

UNEP-GEF Biosafety Unit

Ms. Cecilia Pineda

ETB – Economic Affairs Officer

UNIDO *

Ms. Kimiko Uno

Director

UNIDO Office at Geneva

UNU-IAS

Mr. Mohammed Taeb

Science and Technology Coordinator

WFP*

Ms. Lynn Brown

PDPD Division
WHO*

Dr. Steffen Groth

Director

Department of Essential Health Technologies, Health Technology and    Pharmaceuticals Cluster

WIPO

Mr. Shakeel Bhatti

Head, Genetic Resources, Biotechnology    

  and Associated Traditional Knowledge Section   

Ms. Anja von der Ropp

Associate Officer

Life Science Program

Traditional Knowledge Division

OTHER UN-BIOTECH MEMBER AGENCIES :

Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT/ESCAP)

Mr. N. Srinivasan, Director

Asian and Pacific Centre for Agricultural Engineering and Machinery (APCAEM/ESCAP)

Mr. Adrianus Rijk, Director

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

Dr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary to the CBD

Ms. Kirsty Calloway McLean

Scientific and Technical Information Officer/Biosafety

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asian (ESCWA)

Mr. Anhar Hegazi, Chief

Sustainable Development and Productivity Division

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

Mr. Kodjo P. Abassa,  Coordinator 

Biotechnology Activities and Technology and Innovation Team

Sustainable Development Division

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

Mr. Joseluis Samaniego, Director

División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos

United Nations University – Institute for New Technologies (UNU-INTECH)

Ms. Padmashree Gehl Sampath

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Mr. Philip Dobie, Director

Drylands Development Centre

World Trade Organization (WTO)

Ms. María Pérez-Esteve, Economic Affairs Officer

Agriculture and Commodities Division

� As defined in the Convention on Biological Diversity, United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.  





