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Informal Summary

Open Consultation on the Future Role of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD)

in the Systemwide Follow-up to WSIS
Geneva, 16 May 2006

1.
An informal open consultation meeting was held in Geneva on 16 May 2006 to exchange views on the future role of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) in view of Paragraph 105 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society, which requests that the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) oversee the systemwide follow-up of the Geneva and Tunis outcomes of WSIS. To this end, the same paragraph requests that ECOSOC, at its substantive session of 2006, reviews the mandate, agenda and composition of the CSTD, including considering the strengthening of the Commission, taking into account the multi-stakeholder approach.

2.
The informal meeting was convened and chaired by H.E. Ambassador Ali Hachani, President of ECOSOC and attended by a large number of Geneva-based delegates, Ministers and members of the Commission who are attending the 9th session of the CSTD, and representatives of civil society, the private sector and international organizations.  

3.
In his opening statement, the President of ECOSOC stated that this meeting was organized as a follow-up to the informal inter-agency meeting, held on 13 February 2006 and as a response to the demand for an open meeting to get the views from all stakeholders: governments, international organizations, civil society and private sector. He explained that the objective of the meeting was not to take decisions but to suggest, to the upcoming session of ECOSOC, ideas and approaches on how to strengthen the CSTD in order for it to meet its new mandate of assisting ECOSOC in the system-wide follow-up to the outcome of WSIS. He also introduced the informal background note, prepared by CSTD Secretariat in consultation with the ECOSOC Secretariat, on possible options for consideration by ECOSOC in the reform of the CSTD.

4. 
Introductory statements were made by Dr. Supachai, Secretary-General of UNCTAD and Mr. Yoshio Utsumi, the Secretary-General of the ITU. Dr Supachai presented the main issues to be addressed by the meeting: first, how can the Commission best contribute to ECOSOC's follow-up to WSIS, while at the same time continuing to implement its mandate on traditional science and technology issues, particularly within the context of the September 2005 World Summit. And second how can the multi-stakeholder approach requested at WSIS be applied to the Commission's functioning. He expressed the readiness of UNCTAD to strengthen its substantive support to the CSTD in order to enable it to provide better substantive servicing to the Commission encouraging other UN entities and all other stakeholders to contribute to  support the Commission. 

5.
Mr. Utsumi recalled the WSIS Tunis outcome, stressing the important distinction between implementation and follow-up and calling for the international community to cooperate closely. He argued that the WSIS follow-up mechanism should be flexible enough to keep up with new issues resulting from technological changes. Since information society is cross-cutting in nature, he proposed that CSTD provide a forum for a high level policy dialogue on cross-cutting issues.

6.
In the ensuing discussion, the chair of CSTD stated that the follow-up is a challenging task involving a number of actors and huge scope for collaboration. He reiterated his confidence in the commission to assume its new responsibilities.  Mr. Civili, Assistant Secretary-General of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), stated that there were three dimensions to WSIS follow-up: intergovernmental, interagency and multi-stakeholder.  At the intergovernmental level, he welcomed the request of ECOSOC to oversee system wide follow-up, and looked forward to proposals to strengthen CSTD. At the interagency level, he announced the establishment of UN Group on the Information Society within the Chief Executives Board (CEB).   On the multi-stakeholder level, he announced the approval of the UN Secretary-general to create a Global Alliance on ICT for Development, which will present innovative, inclusive and interactive channels for multi-stakeholder input to policy debate to be conducted in CSTD. He expressed the commitment of DESA to contribute fully to the follow-up process.

7.
Statements were made by Pakistan on behalf of G77 and China, Chile on behalf of Group of Latin American and Caribbean Countries; Austria on behalf of the European Union, Belarus, Brazil, China, Egypt, Greece, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Latvia, Lesotho, Malaysia, Morocco, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia, UK, USA. Many delegates supported the proposals contained in the informal background note on ways of strengthening the Commission, especially with regard to membership, mandate, agenda and modalities of work.  Many emphasized the need to maintain the original mandate of the Commission in promoting science and technology for Development, in addition to WSIS follow-up.  

8.
Almost all speakers highlighted the need to maintain the development dimension in follow-up, and that it should constitute an integral part of the integrated follow-up to all major UN conferences and summits to ensure coherence and coordination.  Several speakers highlighted the importance of maintaining the momentum of multi-stakeholder participation, especially the non-state actors, such as civil society and the private sector, which was unique to the WSIS process, and , in this context, they noted that the Global Alliance approved by the Secretary-General recently would provide a useful multi-stakeholder platform in support of both ECOSOC and CSTD.   It was also emphasized that no new bodies should be created in the follow-up process and resources should be used efficiently and effectively.   

9.
Some delegates voiced concern about the possibility of duplication and  emphasized that the role of the CSTD should be limited to follow-up and not implementation.  They also stressed the need to avoid overlapping.  A number of delegates stressed the need for efficiency in the follow-up process of the working modalities of the Commission.  In this regard, they proposed the use of electronic media to disseminate information related to the follow-up process.

10.
The President of the Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations (CONGO), one of the main coordinators of the participation of the civil society in WSIS, welcomed the informal background note, which she found useful, and supported the proposals, which allow the Commission to retain its intergovernmental nature, and open the opportunities for participation by the civil society.  She indicated that NGOs supported the proposal for the Commission to organize its future work by a two-year cycle, one on review and one on policy.  She stated that the follow-up to WSIS, through CSTD, should focus on building a people-centred, and all-inclusive information society.  Other NGOs also expressed their gratitude to ECOSOC for inviting them to this event, and their willingness to continue making a positive contribution to WSIS follow-up.

11.
The representative of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), representing the business community, also stressed the importance of multi-stakeholder approach to WSIS follow-up.  In this context, she emphasized the need to avoid duplication and use of online tools to enhance efficiency.  She expressed the readiness of the business community to contribute with concrete proposals to help reform and strengthen the CSTD.

12.
UN agencies, such as UNESCO and ESCWA noted that the reform of the Commission should encourage the collaboration with other entities of the UN system, taking into account their specific mandates and expertise.  UNESCO expressed its readiness to support the Commission in undertaking its new mandate.  Special attention should be paid to regional efforts of capacity-building.

13.
The Gender Advisory Board of the CSTD stressed that any discussion on the role of CSTD should also take into consideration the gender dimensions as emphasized in the outcome document of WSIS.

14.
Some delegates proposed that member States submit, by an agreed deadline, written proposals regarding the reform of the Commission.  Several supported the idea to set up a Working Group to further discuss this issue prior to the ECOSOC session in July.  

15.
In conclusion, the President of ECOSOC indicated that many interesting ideas have emerged from this meeting, which will be further explored.  He stated that the discussion constituted an important step in the process leading up to the ECOSOC session in July.  He assured participants that all ideas, proposals and suggestions would be submitted to the ECOSOC bureau for consideration.  A draft summary of this meeting will be circulated shortly in New York and Geneva.
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